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Principal’s Column
Dear JLS Families,

The older I get the more I truly believe that 
time really flies!  Can you relate? I think many of 
you might feel the same way.  During this time of 
year, I often find myself short on this most precious 
commodity.  There is so much to do in so little time 
that I feel it is easy to overlook the most important 
messages of the season … gratitude and new begin-
nings.  

I often share that I love my job and that I am thankful to work at JLS 
with the JLS community.  Being a PAUSD graduate certainly contributes 
to my connection to Palo Alto as well as my interest in being meaningfully 
involved in helping the next generation of Palo Altans to grow and develop 
into happy, successful, and contributing members of our town.  I focus a 
lot of my time at JLS working on cultivating a caring school climate and an 
environment that fosters a deep appreciation for people who are different 
from us.

It is safe to say that I am the person I am today, just like you, as a 
result of the sum of my experiences. Recently, the yearbook staff asked me 
what I was like in middle school. I struggled with what to say. I attended 
a different school for every grade, 6th though 8th, and each school was 
dramatically different from the next. In each of the schools I went to, I had 
to learn how to be liked, how to be accepted, how to make friends. What I 
learned was that you can be liked and you can be accepted, but that doesn’t 
mean you have developed true friendships. Friendship means having peo-
ple you can trust and confide in when you are having a problem as much as 
it means having someone to hang out with, even when bored, or call when 
something awesome and exciting happens to you.

With the advancement of technology, navigating the social scene cer-
tainly has changed since I was in middle school, but I don’t believe the 
qualities of a good friend have. Good friends don’t gossip or spread rumors 
about each other, they don’t criticize each other, they don’t judge each other, 
and, most of all, they don’t make you compromise your morals and values 
in order stay your friend.

It sounds strange, but I believe I learned about the qualities of what 
I believe to be true friendship through rejection. Whether it was broken 
promises about hanging out together, being pressured into doing something 
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I wasn’t really interested in doing (possibly naughty!), 
or being included but feeling left out of the group I was 
with, I was always able to rebound.  Through this series 
of trial and error experiences I learned a bit more about 
who I was, who I wanted to be, and who I wanted to 
have as my friends.

By now you must be wondering why on earth am 
I sharing all of this with you?  Well, in reflecting on 
the past semester at JLS I have identified areas of pride 
and joy as well as areas I think we, through partnership 
with one another, can improve upon in our community.  
Through stories I have heard and conversations I have 
had, I believe that we can do a better job with address-
ing discrimination and social exclusion.  We can improve 
upon how we accept one another in a manner that hon-
ors the richness of our backgrounds.

The Developmental Asset Framework for raising 
thriving children identifies 40 items that communities can 
work on to cultivate and encourage asset-rich youth. In 
Silicon Valley, through community input, a 41st asset was 
added – Positive Cultural Identity. Positive cultural iden-
tity means that a young person feels comfortable with 
and proud of his/her identity, including but not limited 
to disabilities, ethnicity, faith/religion, family status, gen-
der, language and sexual orientation.  

Given that JLS has students that reflect such broad 
diversities, every one of the aforementioned categories in 
the 41st asset, it is critical to emphasize the importance of 
a positive cultural identity within our community. I ask 
that each of you make the time to have a family conversa-
tion about what you stand for in relation to friendships 
and acceptance of others, and how those values contrib-
ute to the school and learning environment that we all 
have a part in creating. It is, after all, the time of the year 
to reflect, regenerate, and rekindle lost ties.

Here are some other items that are likely to be of 
interest as well:

CALENDAR AND REPORT CARDS
This year the semester will end in sync with the start 

of the winter vacation. At JLS we are striving to have a 
work free vacation for everyone. This means that the 
deadline for teachers to turn in grades will be after we 
return from winter vacation, the week of January 15th. 
Please honor this effort to provide a relaxing vacation for 
everyone. 

In addition, we will be going paperless for our report 
cards this year. We will be posting all grades/report cards 
through the Infinite Campus Portal. If you have ques-
tions about access to your account, please contact Infinite 
Campus Tech Support at infinitecampus@pausd.org.  A 
message to families will go out when grades are posted 
and are available through the parent portal.

CONSTRUCTION
I am sure that those of you who are new to JLS 

have figured out that we are in the midst of a massive 
construction project at JLS. Our Measure A funds were 
earmarked for adding classrooms – a 10 classroom wing, 
addressing drainage problems, and improving some 
aspects of existing classrooms.  Throughout the design 
phase we communicated that we would like the addition 
of a new building to also help create a ‘center of campus’. 
As a result, virtually every inch of JLS will have been 
worked on in some capacity by the end of this project.

I am happy to share that as we end the seventh 
month of construction, that the structural steel installa-
tion and framing for the ground floor of the new building 
has been completed. The second floor structural steel has 
been installed and the framing has begun. The plumb-
ing for the new wing is also underway. The renovated 
Rally Courtyard is nearly complete and work is ongoing 
in other areas of the campus as well. Feel free to come by 
and check out the progress.

Finally, there is a feeling in the atmosphere that sets 
in as winter arrives … the crisp morning air that shock-
ingly awakens you, the changing colors of the leaves 
that eventually drop to the ground, the pitter patter of 
rain washing away everything in its path, the comfort-
ing smell of firewood burning that invites you inside, the 
condensation of your breath when you greet someone on 
a cold morning. Please take some time to enjoy or mar-
vel in the beauty of each transformation that this season 
offers.

Sincerely, 

Sharon Ofek, Principal  

PTA Presidents’ Column
As we head into the winter break, I want to wish 

all of you a healthy, happy holiday season and a 
peaceful start to the new year. What a perfect time to 
strengthen your family’s commitment to this month’s 
Developmental Asset, ‘Positive Cultural Identity’ (see 
our Asset article below). As you enjoy family celebrations 
this month and throughout the year, consider asking 
your kids one or two of the following questions to find 
out what they feel strongly about.  Research shows that 
s strong perception of cultural identity brings self-assur-
ance and a positive view of the future (I’m curious as to 
how my own kids will respond!).

•	 What are some things that you value about our 
culture?

•	 What are some things about our culture that you 
would like other people to know?

•	 How can you share your cultural differences in a 
positive, nonjudgmental way?

Continued from page 1
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When we return to school in January, what better 
way to share aspects of your culture than to attend and 
participate in our amazing “Many Faces of JLS” potluck 
on January 16th?  This year our organizers are involving 
our kids more fully than ever, so if your student would 
like to help announce in their native language at the pot-
luck, please contact Dulce Ponceleon, dulcineaponce@
gmail.com. Parents, if you would like to get involved 
and have not yet had a chance to do so, please contact 
Cynthia Tham, cynthia.tham@gmail.com.  New info and 
details are in our eNews bulletin each week. 

 Speaking of food...our Green Team met this 
month and shared a concern that our campus is looking 
more littered after lunch times than we like or expect 
to see at JLS. Food is good. Waste is not. Too often our 
kids leave behind entire lunches: whole fruit, unopened 
sandwiches and full hot lunch trays. May I suggest that a 
discussion about food waste is never out of order —pack 
what your kids tell you they will eat, have them bring 
home the rest, and remind them to take responsibil-
ity for everything that came with them when they sat 
down! They know better than we do what goes in our 
green Compost bins, our blue Recycle bins and our little, 
black trash cans. They just need to take a few minutes 
to remember to pick up after themselves. Panther Pride 
means a clean school!

 Looking for budget updates now that our elec-
tion is over? With the passage of  Prop. 30, our state and 
district avoided deep midyear cuts to education, but 
unfortunately, Prop. 30 does not bring any additional 
dollars to PAUSD, so earlier cuts will not be addressed 
by Prop. 30. We thank you for your continued support of 
the PTA and of PiE, as both organizations are critical to 
maintaining academic excellence, student electives and 
counseling programs, and community outreach. 

 Don’t forget to check out the calendar of events 
in this issue of Panther Tracks, and keep an eye on your 
weekly JLS online bulletins in the New Year for cur-
rent JLS news. January is the time for school transition 
information meetings, so take a look at the helpful grid 
detailing 9th grade transition meetings and all internal 
transition info as well.

With best regards,
Nancy Smith, nssmith@earthlink.net

JLS PTA President. 

Music Notes 
Congratulations to the Bands, Orchestras, and Choirs 

for very successful winter concerts held in November and 
December.5 am.

Upcoming Events

Feb. 14     Symphonic Band and Orchestra on tour to     
                       elementary schools

Feb. 22     Advanced Band and Choir on tour to  
                      elementary schools

Feb. 27     Orchestra Concert ~ 7:00 at JLS
Mar. 6      Choir Festival with JLS, Jordan 

                      and Terman ~ 7:00 at JLS
Mar. 16    Music Teachers Scholarship Concert 

                       ~ 4:00 at Paly
May 14    Orchestra Concert ~ 7:00 at JLS
May 15    Band Concert ~ 7:00  & 8:15 at JLS
May 22    Choir Concert ~ 7:00 at JLS

Donate Used Books  
In order to get more good books into the hands of 
our students, we would like to expand the libraries 
in our English classrooms. If you have any gently 
used books lying around, please consider sending 
them our way. We would love any middle school 
appropriate novels, graphic novels, or non-fiction 
books. Simply deliver any books you are willing to 
part with to your child’s English teacher. Perhaps 
you can use this as an excuse to purge before the 
holidays! Thanks so much for all that you do to 
help support our young readers.

English Department

Fall News - Athletics
CROSS COUNTRY - Some new community members 

came forward to support this very popular program for 
us.  Thanks to George Pierce, Gini Ali, Dorit Fehrensen, 
and Gunn High School student Mark Ling for running 
the team. We had forty-four enthusiastic runners join the 
team.  8th Grade boys came home as the ADAL champi-
ons for their grade/gender !

FOOTBALL - JLS football remained three teams 
strong consisting of fifty players this year. Big thanks to 
Barrie O’Donnell, another JLS parent, who came on to fill 
Tim Watson’s spot as the 6th grade coach.

VOLLEYBALL - JLS students LOVE girls volleyball. 
We had three teams for each grade level. Four teams 
made it into the ADAL play-offs.The 8A girls, coached 
by Malene Latu, came home as ADAL league champi-
ons! The 7B Blue team, came in 2nd place, coached by 
Maurcilas Claros.

Congratulations to all the JLS Panthers who played 
for us in the Fall.

7th & 8th GRADE BASKETBALL : With school con-
struction under way we are down to five courts, but are 
still providing our students the opportunity to get on 
the court. Twelve teams represent the Panthers this year.  
We look forward to seeing these 118 young panthers 
develop as friends and basketball players as the season 
progresses.

Kelly Calica
Athletic Director, MSA @JLS
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On October 19, the JLS Cross Country team com-
peted at the hilly, off-road, 1.68 mile course at the ADAL 
Championship meet hosted at Crystal Springs, Belmont. 
The competitors ran in separate races for boys and girls 
at each grade level.

The 8th grade boys team captured first place among 
four top teams in the state.

Jonas Enders, ran to 2nd place, just 8 seconds behind 
the winner, while Kai Oda finished 4th with a sprint 
finish. What sealed the deal for the team was the con-
secutive placing in positions 13-17 of Elijah Blake, Leo 
Minami, Clay Watson, Ling Yan, and Aaron Schultz. 

In the 8th grade girls’ race, Illi Gardner also finished  
a strong 2nd.  Patrick Gersh completed a trio of 2nd 
place finishes in the highly competitive 6th grade boys’ 
race.  In the 7th grade girls race Joyce Shea ran to 7th 
place.

With some dedicated off-road hill training the week 
before to prepare, all the runners dropped their finish 
times from the Crystal Springs meet on October 10th. 

This graduating group of 8th grade boys and girls 
are just flying! We are proud of the efforts of everyone 
on the JLS cross country team and look forward to grow-
ing bigger lungs and hearts with faster times in 2013! 

 

 
Success for JLS at the Invitational ADAL League Final meet.

Entire Cross Country Team

Eigth Grade Boys with Trophy 1

Start of Eigth Grade Boys’ Race 1
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ARTICLE  
Reducing East Meadow Auto 
Congestion 

Auto congestion on East Meadow Drive is a problem 
during school commute times. Here are things JLS fami-
lies can do to improve the safety and efficiency of our 
school commutes:

1) Use alternative modes for your school commute  
    walk, bike, carpool, ride a bus whenever you can

Half of JLS students bike and many more walk to 
school independently and safely. If you are not confident 
that your student has the necessary skills to ride a bike 
safely to school, you can email safe.routes@cityofpaloalto.
org to get on the list for Middle School Bike Skills classes. 
The ability to transport oneself safely and independently 
is a basic skill that every person must be taught.

1) If you must drive, you can help minimize  
    congestion and save time    

 
     Consider dropping your student at a safe location 
nearby and allowing him to walk in. For example, parents 
can use the Mitchell Park parking lot for drop-off. Turn 
into the Mitchell Park on East Meadow, drop off and 
pick up students only at points where they can connect 
directly to walkways into campus without crossing park-
ing lot auto traffic.  The best place to do this is at the loop 
in front of the park “clubhouse” near the Mitchell Park 
Bowl. There are safe walkways from this point across 
the park into campus. Your student can join hundreds of 
students who safely use park pathways to walk and bike 
to school every day. This reduces congestion at the JLS 
driveway and saves you time.

Observe vehicle codes. The street system is designed 
with the assumption that most people will abide by the 
law. When you break the rules, you endanger yourself 
and others. You also undermine the planned efficient 
operation of the street.

For more information on How To Get To JLS, go to 
http://jls.pausd.org/default/index.cfm/getting-to-jls/driv-
ingcarpooling-to-jls/ 

We can each be part of the solution to this problem. 
Thank you for helping to make school commutes safer 
and more efficient for all of our families.

ARTICLE  
Waste-Free Lunches

Did you know that the average U.S. student generates 
67 pounds of waste per school year? Most of this waste 
ends up in landfills and incinerators. Fortunately, help-
ing your family make the switch to waste-free lunches is 
both easy and economical. You can switch to waste-free 
lunches in 5 easy steps:

1.  Start with a reusable lunch carrier. Avoid paper or 
plastic bags.

2.  Purchase snack items in bulk and package them 
for school in reusable plastic containers. Avoid aluminum 
foil, plastic bags, and plastic wrap.

3. Use a refillable drink bottle. Avoid single-use juice 
boxes, juice pouches, cans, and plastic bottles.  

4. Use metal or reusable plastic utensils. Avoid dis-
posable plastic utensils.

5. Use a cloth napkin. Avoid paper napkins or tow-
els. Here is a sample shopping list, including costs for 
creating your waste-free lunch kit at Target or a similar 
retailer:

•	 Reusable lunch container: $8 
•	 Reusable plastic food container set: $9 
•	 Reusable drink bottle: $8
•	  Reusable utensils: $5
•	  Reusable napkin: $5
•	 Total cost for waste-free lunch kit: $35

Read more about the waste free lunch movement at 
www.wastefreelunches.org. This is a fun and informative 
website. It even has an interactive feature that allows you 
to enter your zip code to locate the nearest place to pur-
chase a ready-made waste-free lunch kit.

Remember, this is a one-time start up cost and, as 
with all investments, you will see your savings increase 
over time. But your child’s investment in a cleaner school 
campus and a healthier environment will be immediate! 
Don’t forget to write your last name on every container.
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EVENTS 
The JLS Science Fair is January 30th and 31st
Registration is now open !

The JLS Science Fair is a fun evening with a lot of excitement around science.  It’s a great way for students to 
develop and apply an interest in science and the scientific method. Participation in the fair will teach students to 
exercise their curiosity, understand and approach real world problems in a systematic and scientific way, apply cre-
ativity towards problems that interest them, and is a low-key opportunity to present their work.

JLS science teachers work with their students in the classroom to guide their science projects. At the science fair, 
participants are given feedback on their posters, but there isn’t a formal judging of the entries.  Everyone receives 
a participation certificate. Students that register by the deadline of January 23rd will be entered into a prize draw-
ing. Teachers may recommend some students to enter the regional Synopsis Silicon Valley Science and Technology 
Championship.

A grant through the Synopsys Silicon Valley Science and Technology Outreach Foundation provides the display 
boards as well as other materials. The PTA and the JLS administration also support the fair.

The Science Fair couldn’t happen without a team of parent volunteers. Please considering signing up through 
the link on the JLS Science Fair website. For more information or to register please go the JLS website – jlsscience-
fair.pausd.org/. 

Stephanie Youngquist (yoyo2000@pacbell.net)

Everyones coming to 
The Many Faces of JLS International Potluck! - January 16th 
 
The JLS event of the year is on Wednesday, January 16, 2012 from 6-8 p.m. The list of countries is growing -- now 
you’ll be sampling delicious dishes from Brazil, China, Germany, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Korea, 
Mexico, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Russia, Singapore, Southeast Asia, Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, US, Vietnam, and 
Venzuela/South America. 

Don’t be left out! If your country/region is not (yet) listed, take care of that by signing up to be a coordina-
tor and/or to bring food from your country/culture. If your country/region is listed and you haven’t signed up yet 
to bring a dish, please do so at http://tinyurl.com/2013mfjls. To find out who is the coordinator for your country/
region, you can go to http://tinyurl.com/2013mfjlshosts. Not thrilled about cooking? There are many other areas 
where we could absolutely use your help. Blank sign up forms are also available in the office. 

Questions? Contact Cynthia Tham at cynthia.tham@gmail.com.  
Don’t forget to mark your calendar to attend this festive event.   
Thank you.

 
We also need student announcers for the Many Faces of JLS that speak English, Chinese, Hindi, Tamil, Korean, 

Japanese, Vietnamese, Portuguese, Russian, Thai, Icelandic, and other languages to announce the upcoming Many 
Faces International Potluck on KJLS. So far we have student announcers for China, Hindu, Japanese, Spanish and 
Swedish. We need more. Please sign up with Dulce Ponceleon at dulcineaponce@gmail.com.
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EVENTS

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW  
ABOUT THE 7th GRADE

Parents and guardians 
of 6th grade students are 

invited.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23
7:00-8:30 P.M.
CAFETORIUM

The JLS Guidance Counselors will talk about what is involved in registering your child for 7th grade. 
        They will also discuss the role counselors play in your child’s academic experience at JLS.

Elizabeth Fee, Math Instructional Supervisor, will explain the math options available to your child.

Your questions about electives, including foreign languages and music, will also be answered.
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EVENTS

Todo Lo Que Usted necesita  
Saber Acerca del 7° Grado

Todos los padres de los 
estudiantes de 6° grado 

están invitados.
EL MIERCOLES 23 DE ENERO

7:00-8:30 P.M.
Cafetería de JLS

Los consejeros de JLS hablaran acerca de lo que involucra la inscripción de su hijo(a) al 7° grado.  
      Ellos también revisarán el papel que ellos juegan en su experiencia académica en JLS.

La maestra Elizabeth Fee, la supervisora de instrucción
de matématicas, explicara las opciones disponibles para los estudiantes.

Sus preguntas acerca de las clases optativas, incluyendo idiomas extranjeros y música, serán contestadas.



Dec 2012   JLS Panther Tracks        Page 9

Partners in Education (PiE) Funds  
JLS Guidance Counselors & Student Activities

We are grateful for generous donors who give to PiE! Last year’s PiE donations yielded $268.697.00 for JLS to allocate 
for this school year 2012-2013. In addition to Enrichment Electives and Writing and Technology programs, this year’s PiE 
dollars are being used at JLS to pay for vital counselor time. Thank you to those families who have donated to PiE again 
this year so we can maintain our JLS dedicated counselors next year! We encourage all JLS families to consider donating to 
PiE, since all JLS students benefit from PiE dollars. www.papie.org 

In the Panther Tracks September 2012 
issue, JLS 8th grade counselor Linda Howard 
introduced the JLS Counselors (pg. 5, Who Is 
your Counselor? What Does a Middle School 
Counselor Do?). Thanks to PiE dollars, every JLS 
student benefits from one dedicated counselor 
who “loops” with them, starting in 6th grade. 
These fantastic JLS counselors get to know your 
student and build strong relationships moving 
together all the way through 8th grade

Why does this matter? 
“If students are receiving good counseling 

and academic support, higher academic achieve-
ment will follow,” states Principal Sharon Ofek.

A child’s basic needs must be met before they can learn. In addition to teachers and administrators, counselors are key 
resources for students. By accompanying your child through their JLS journey, a dedicated counselor can make a critical 
difference. Counselors who have one dedicated class of students are more empowered to help. They build a deeper knowl-
edge of your child and more swiftly respond to problems when they arise. It is a part of JLS’ overall “team” approach. Your 
child’s dedicated counselor works collaboratively with each grade’s teachers and administrators to deliver the best possible 
educational experience. All three Palo Alto middle schools employ the team approach and have dedicated counselors for 
each grade. PiE funding makes this possible! 

Your student’s dedicated counselor helps with four main categories, each encompassing many valuable programs:
 
1. Transitions, beginning with Panther Camp in 6thgrade, through the newly implemented  

              7th and 8th grade one-day transitional programs 

2. Guidance Program Development 
3. Social/Emotional Needs of Students 
4. Collaboration with Community Resources 

Please consider donating to PiE. Support and maintain your child’s dedicated counselor!
 

Questions about PiE? 
Contact Jennifer Mutz, JLS 7th grade parent and PiE Co-Chair, jennifer.mutz@gmail.com or                
              Lisa Steinback, JLS 8th grade parent and PiE Co-Chair lisasteinback@gmail.com  
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HELP WANTED  
The JLS PTA is seeking 
volunteers to serve on our 
Nominating Committee. 

Movers, shakers and thinkers needed.  Do you know 
some energetic parents interested in helping JLS continue 
to provide the best middle school experience possible? 
Do you know people who just might like to become more 
involved at JLS?  If so, we need you for our Nominating 
Committee!  The PTA’s Nominating Committee serves 
January through March to find volunteers who will serve 
on next year’s PTA Board and as Chairs for our commit-
tees. If you are interested in helping to find volunteers 
for our PTA, please contact Laura Mifflin at Lmifflin@aol.
com, or 855-9860

HELP WANTED  
8th Grade Parents: Help 
Wanted 

Would you like to do something very special for 
your graduating 8th grader? Have fun and help ensure a 
“Grande Finale” for this year’s 8th grade class. It will be a 
special night your kids will not forget!

Each year a group of 8th grade parents comes 
together to transform the JLS Cafetorium, breezeway and 
sun-dial court into a fun-filled party zone for their 8th 
graders on the evening of their promotion. This group of 
parents includes planners and organizers, but also lots of 
worker bees. We are looking for helpers to fill the follow-
ing needs for our Promotion Party Committees, jobs big 
and small. It is time to commit!

8th Grade Promotion Party Co-Chairs - Coordinate 
planning, work with committees, communicate w/ JLS 
Admin and PTA

Party Theme Survey Coordinator - Work with W.I.P. 
teachers for student input

Entertainment Coordinator - Contact D.J.; coordinate 
evening’s activities; set up game room

Food Committee and Food Servers - Brainstorm food 
selections; coordinate with caterers and parent volunteers 
to provide, set up, serve and replenish food; 7th grade 
parent volunteers needed to assist!

Decorations Committee and Volunteers – 
Coordinate and acquire decorations based on theme 
chosen; decorate on last day of school; 7th grade parent 
volunteers needed to assist!

Ticket Sales Coordinator – Coordinate with JLS 
office staff on sales and distribution of tickets

Photo booth - Photographers - usually two to three 
parents at the dance, including tech setup

Coat Check and Security Coordinator - Work with 
admin and parent volunteers 

Clean up Committee – Work with custodial staff and 
volunteers

Please contact Shirley Chin, amchin@sbcglobal.net.  
Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE 
JLS PTA Youth Service Day

The JLS PTA is planning our 4th Youth Community 
Service Day, to be held after school on Wednesday, 
March 27, from 2:00-5:00pm. Beginning in February, JLS 
students are invited to sign up for community service 
projects, most of them within walking distance of JLS. 
Last year, 110 students and parents visited the elderly, 
prepared food for the hungry, volunteered at elemen-
tary schools, worked in the JLS garden, played music 
for senior residents at Stevenson House, and more. We 
look forward to facilitating student participation in 
similar activities this year. The service day will be held 
in collaboration with Youth Community Service (YCS). 
Watch your JLS eNews for instructions on how to sign 
up. We are also seeking student input and parents with 
connections to nonprofits near JLS who would like to 
help coordinate groups of 10-20 students.  If you or your 
student are interested in helping, please contact Megan 
Fogarty, meganfogarty@gmail.com. We will hold our first 
planning meeting in January!

HELP WANTED : ALSO SEE
JLS PTA Youth Service day .........................this page
Many Faces of JLS Potluck  .........................page 5
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PANTHER PRIDE !
Panther Pride is a recognition program whereby students are nominated monthly for Pride honors based on exceptional citi-
zenship as a member of the JLS community, outstanding achievement and/or valued participation. Students receive a Pride 
certificate and a cling sticker for display. Nominations become cumulative and with additional recognition by staff, a student 
may earn repeat nominations and additional honors. Listed below are the Pride nominees for students nominated between 
the start of school and October 2012.

Zakir Ahmad 
Matthew Aiu 
Anna Allport 
Emily Alvarez-Escobar 
Lucia Amieva-Wang 
Angel Antunez 
Leopoldo Arias-Valencia 
Noah Asing 
Olivia Aspegren 
Elinor Augustine 
Jesus Ayon 
Aaron Babian 
Carmel Baharav 
Zoe Banks 
Rachel Barkin 
Lindsay Berardi 
Claire Berschauer 
Annika Bhaman 
Ciara Bleahen 
Mia Bloom 
Cassandra Bond 
Antonia Boscacci 
Emilia Boultbee 
Simcha Bradski 
Cynthia Brosnan 
Brandon Brown 
Kylee Burns 
Patrick Burrows 
Beth Danielle Bustos 
Nicholas Campen 
Libbey Castleman 
Madeleine Ceaser 
Jae Hyun Cha 
Athan Chang 
Matthew Chang 
James Chang-Davidson 
Thomas Chang-Davidson 
Anthony Chen 
Kevin Chen 
George Chesavage 
Michelle Cheung 
Lubov Chumakova 

Chastin Chung 
Helena Cirne 
Yael Cohen 
Paris Collman-Jackson 
Isabel Cossio 
Chelsea Damian 
Joao De Pina 
Victoria De Pina 
Meelan Dullabh 
Taylor Duncan 
Colin Dyson 
Olivia Ellson 
Kristofer Emig 
David Enders 
Eric Epstein 
Ryan Featherman 
Arthur Filppu 
Antoine Finot 
Olga Firsova 
Declan Flanders 
Sophie Fron 
Rin Fujiya 
Kathleen Gaffney 
Aidan Gans 
Braulio Vladimir Garcia 
Patrick Gersh 
Sarah Glasser 
Bridgette Gong 
Michael Graf 
Jessalyn Grant-Bier 
Elizabeth Green 
Zachary Greene 
Emma Greig 
Anya Grosskopf 
Gayathri Gupta 
Ishwari Gupta 
Jenny Han 
Margaux Hansen 
Alexander Harrenstien 
Danika Lee Heaney 
Jared Heller 
Isaac Hernandez 

Anna Hjartoy 
Renee Hoh 
Alvin Hom 
Sam Hyrkin 
Chloe Iglehart 
Sylvia Illouz 
Mika Isayama 
Maura Jackson 
Malia Jefferson 
Dakota Jenkins 
Hao Jiang 
Mihir Juvvadi 
Vishaesh Juvvadi 
Jason Kanemoto 
Meenakshi Karamcheti 
Jonne Kaunisto 
Katie Rose Kent 
Ashley Kim 
Dong Geon Kim 
Doyeon Kim 
Gio Kim 
Logan Kinnaman 
Do Yeon Ko 
Declan Kopper 
Alexander Kostin 
Ivaylo Kozhuharov 
Dila Kurt 
Mayra Kwasnikow 
Daniel Kwon 
Hui Si Lam 
Audrey Lamis 
Antonia Lasso 
Hailey Leclerc 
Justin Lee 
Nina Leiman 
Maya Leviten 
Dion Li 
Evalyn Li 
Hannah Li 
Karen Li 
Marya Li 
Nicole Li 
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Mathew Lin 
Kathleen Liu 
Oscar Liu 
Amy Llewellyn 
Jennifer Lopez 
Michael Lu 
Sam Lysaght 
Jex MacGregor 
Nathan Maram 
Kaelyn McFarlane-Connelly 
Mina Milinkovic 
Victoria Mock 
Diego Mora 
Robert Mora 
Alexa Morales 
Javier Morales 
Brianna Moreno 
Nura Mostaghimi 
Kyle Mostofizadeh 
Alisha Nayak 
James Ngo 
Frederick Nitta
Aaron Novick 
Naveen Pai 
Karen Paley 
Grace Pearson 
Sofia Perkins 
Sean Phan
Isabella Phillips 
Henry Poskanzer 

Simran Pujji 
Samir Puranik 
Claire Qiao 
Julia Qiao 
Pranav Rajan 
Magdalena Renteria 
Christian Rider 
Pamela Rivera 
Caroline Ro 
Erik Rodriguez 
Jose Rodriguez 
Byung Wook Roh 
Angeles Rueda 
Michael Russell 
Eli Russo 
Mack Saitz 
Mollie Sampson 
Alain Sandraz 
Rishi Sankar 
Stephanie Santacruz 
Juan Santos 
Tamar Sarig 
Rosa Schaefer Bastian 
Kaelyn Schloss 
Aaron Schultz 
 Siddarth Sharma 
Janet Shea 
Anna Shimoda 
Gur Shmuelevitz  

Michel-Ange  Siaba 
Sofia Sierra-Garcia 
Lucas Simon 
Edan Sneh 
Lia Spencer 
Emily Springer 
Olivia Stanghellini 
William Steinback 
Madeline Steinberg 
Renee Stephenson 
Sarah Sundermeyer 
Divya Tadimeti 
Donald Taggart 
Neha Tallapragada 
Bryan Tan 
Edward Tang 
Malik Tela 
Vidur Thukral 
Chris Tian 
Callia Tong 
Jeremy Trilling 
Henry Tschudy 
Leila Tuma 
Benjamin Vogel 
Will Wagman 

Matthew Wallace 
Zachary Weiss 
Zachary Weitzman 
Evan Welsh 
Grace Williams 
Madeline Williamson 
Celia Willner 
David Willner 
Elena Willow 
Tiaira Witherspoon 
Trisha Wittenbrink 
Micaela Wong 
Nicholas Wong 
Te-Hsing Wong 
Brian Xu 
Ling Yan 
Kayla Yee 
Aimee Young 
Anna Yu 
Jeffery Yu 
Alice Zhang 
Nancy Zhong 
Emily Zhou 
Ken Zhu 
Hannah Zinn 
Zahavah Zinn-Kirchner 
Dylan Zou

Thank you Volunteers
Nancy Smith

It feels great to be part of the JLS community and to be surrounded by so many helpful parents who are willing to sup-
port our PTA and our students through their volunteer efforts. To ALL our parent volunteers, please know how much we 
appreciate everything you do. There is always a lot going on, much of it behind the scenes and still in progress! This month:

Thanks to Gail Foelsch, for assisting our librarian, Ms. Davis, in organizing our recent holiday library fundraiser at Town 
and Country. Food, books and music, what a treat!

Thanks to Cynthia Tham and Shanti Srinivasan for the hours of work they have already done in preparation for our 
upcoming multiethnic, multicultural celebration in January, the Many Faces of JLS.  Hope to see you there.

Thanks to our returning Science Fair chair, Stephanie Youngquist, who is also deep into planning for our annual celebra-
tion of science, to be held at the end of January. We look forward to seeing what our kids have in store for us this year.

Continued on page 13
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Novembers Developmental Asset of the Month: 
Positive Cultural Identity

‘Young person feels comfortable with and proud of her/his identity, including but not limited to disabilities, ethnicity, 
faith/religion, family status, gender, language, and sexual orientation.’

It is important for youth to feel that they belong. Positive identity brings self-assurance, a sense of belonging, a positive 
view of personal future, and better success in school. Developing a positive cultural identity—a critical element of personal 
identity—can be difficult for young people, especially when they may be bridging more than one culture.  

The way that youth are treated in regard to their ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or gender directly 
affects their ability to develop a positive personal identity. As adults, it’s critical that we model recognition, understanding, 
and celebration of all cultural identities, including the cultures to which we and/or our children do not belong.

Sharing and celebrating different cultural identities increases self-esteem and promotes cultural competence among all 
young people. The diversity of our Palo Alto population is a benefit to our youth, as they are exposed to many different cul-
tures.

The following discussion topics can help families talk about their cultural identity:

•	What	is	our	cultural	background?

•	What	are	some	things	that	you	value	about	our	culture?

•	What	are	some	things	about	our	culture	that	you	would	like	other	people	to	know?

•	Do	you	know	anyone	who	is	from	a	different	culture?	 
          In what ways are your cultures similar and different?  
          Do your cultural differences make it difficult to be friends?  
          How can you share your cultural differences in a positive, nonjudgmental way?

(Adapted from the Canadian Child Care Federation’s “Supporting Our Children’s Social Well-Being…It’s a Team Effort!” workshop)

This content is based on Project Cornerstone’s Asset-a-Month program resource kit.  
       For more information, visit www.projectcornerstone.org

To get involved in the Palo Alto Developmental Assets Initiative of Project Safety Net,  
       contact us at: devassetspaloalto@gmail.com 

Thank you for your ongoing support!

Project 
Safety Net 

Differences  make  us  interesting

www.psnPaloAlto.org
Embrace  Diversity!

Continued from page 12

Thanks to Elizabeth Loinaz for her hours of work organizing information and fine tuningformatting for our Student 
Directory, coming soon!

Thanks from our staff to Mary Catherine and her very hardworking team for their efforts on our first Staff Luncheon, a 
Thanksgiving feast. Terrific food and a terrific volunteer turnout. Thanks to ALL of you who helped!

Operating well below the radar, we thank our brand new Panther Tracks layout editor,Maya Venkatraman, whose work 
you can admire as you read each issue. Also working under the radar on extremely helpful Data Entry tasks, Heike Enders, 
Yael Baharav and Mary Catherine Williams. So many papers, so little time—thank you for helping! And finally, a thank you 
to our outgoing Lost and Found helper, Lynn Grant, and a hearty welcome to our incoming ‘neglected belongings’ expert, 
Fidelia Wang. Thanks for stepping in mid-year!

Continued on page 13
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Music as a Vehicle for Vulnerability
by Staff, Site Director, On Campus Counseling Program

Think of a teenager listening to music and the likely image that comes to mind is a solitary figure with earphones. Most 
adults appreciate the earphone part—after all, music that appeals to teenagers usually carries far less appeal to those who 
are older. 

But think back to the role that music played in your life when you were younger. Think back to the song you listened 
to during your first date, or the prom, or when you felt sad or angry at the world. Even decades later, thinking about these 
songs from our adolescent years evokes a wave of emotional memories. That’s because music is intensely connected to 
emotions during the teenage period. Adolescents form an intense and meaningful connection with music.

Now if we put music aside for a moment and ask most parents about their teenagers, they’d likely say that they wish 
their son or daughter would be more emotionally open, more vulnerable.  Although they can text and talk with their 
friends for hours, teenagers switch to a telegraphic mode when communicating with parents. It’s amazing how even the 
most complex of questions can be answered by monosyllabic words: “How do you really feel about everything that’s been 
going on this year?” “Fine.”

But what if, as adults, we step up and meet teenagers where they are at? If normal verbal conversation doesn’t take 
us very far, maybe music is a better vehicle to get to the core stuff. There’s no easier way to surprise a teenager and catch 
them off guard than by displaying genuine interest in their music. “What’s your favorite song?” “What artist do you like 
the most?”  Once your teen is convinced that this is not some sort of a trap intended to disparage today’s music, you’ll be 
amazed at how open he or she will get.  Remember that lyrics are poetry, and analyzing and reflecting on them can lead to 
interesting conversations, especially when it comes to songs about love, angst, political issues, loneliness, or any other emo-
tionally sensitive issue. 

Don’t be afraid to compliment a song, or a lyric. And if you find something that you find powerful and share your 
thoughts and feelings around it, your teenager will often step up as well. 

Adolescent Counseling Services is a community non-profit, which provides vital counseling services on eight secondary campuses at no 
charge to students and their families. To learn more about our services please visit the ACS website at www.acs-teens.org or call Chris 
Chiochios, MFT, Site Director at JLS at (650) 856-5164.   ACS relies on the generosity of community members to continue offering 
individual, family, and group counseling to over 1,500 individuals annually.  ACS provides critical interventions and mental health 
services, building a better future for tomorrow. If you are interested in helping to support our efforts, do not hesitate to call to make a 
donation. It goes a long way in helping teenagers find their way!
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TRANSITION DATES AND MEETINGS

COURSE SELECTION FOR 2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR

Current 7th Graders (Incoming 8th Graders) Current 6th Graders (Incoming 7th Graders) 

Wednesday, February 6
Registration information explained and distributed in WIP class.
Registration directions will be posted on the JLS website.

Wednesday, February 13
Signed registration forms due back to Guidance Office. Those turned in 
after that date will be marked “LATE”.  

Wednesday, January 23
“Everything You Wanted to Know About 7th Grade” Parent Information 
Meeting, 7-8:30 p.m., Cafetorium

Week of February 4
Registration information explained and distributed in core classes
Registration directions will be posted on the JLS website

Wednesday, February 13
Signed registration forms due back to Guidance Office. Those turned in 
after that date will be marked “LATE”.

Wednesday, January 30
Paly Open House for Incoming 9th Graders, Paly Haymarket 
Theater, 7-8:30 p.m.  (Parking is limited – arrive early.) 

Thursday, January 31
High School Transition Panel for parents with high school students 
discussing life at Gunn and Paly, 7-8 p.m., JLS Library   

Wednesday & Thursday, February 6 & 7
Counselors from Paly distribute course catalog and online course 
selection instructions during math period. 

Wednesday, February 6
Paly Parent Information Workshop, Paly Library English Resource 
Center (ERC), 7-8 p.m.  (This is the same presentation given to the 
students at the middle schools.)  
TBD - Online registration closes

Wednesday, February 13
Signed course selection forms due to JLS Guidance Office 

Tuesday, February 19 
Counselors return to register students.

Tuesday, August 13
9th Grade Orientation, 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - TENTATIVE

GUNN

Current 8th Graders (Incoming 9th Graders) 

PALY

Thursday, January 31
High School Transition Panel for parents with high school students 
discussing life at Gunn and Paly, 7-8 p.m., JLS Library

Tuesday, February 5
Gunn Incoming Freshman Information Night, 6:30-9 p.m., Gunn 
Spangenberg Theater

Wednesday & Thursday, February 6 & 7
Counselors from Gunn distribute course selection materials and reg-
istration instructions during math period.  Course catalog is online. 

Monday, February 11
15-minute Gunn counselor parent appointments at JLS.  
(Call 856-5182 for an appointment after February 5.)

Wednesday, February 13
Signed course selection forms due to JLS Guidance Office

Monday, August 12 
9th grade Orientation, 1:00 -3:30 p.m.
Freshman & New Student Parent Meeting, 7-8:30 p.m., Gunn 
Spangenberg Theater
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PARENT INPUT SURVEY

The purpose of parent input is to provide meaningful feedback to teachers and supervisors for the improvement of 
teaching performance.  Please use the forms on the following page or additional pages as needed.  Please note your sig-
nature is required on the form.  FYI: The survey that students receive is not signed by the student and allows for student 
anonymity in providing input.

Please remember that this input process is not an appropriate or effective means to present complaints.  If you have a 
specific problem or concern about a teacher, and you have not been able to resolve it with the teacher, please contact the 
grade level counselor, the teacher’s instructional supervisor or the JLS principal

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CALIFORNIA STANDARDS FOR THE TEACHING PROFESSION (CSTP).

1. ENGAGING AND SUPPORTING ALL STUDENTS IN LEARNING 

   1.1 Using knowledge of students to engage them in learning. 
   1.2 Connecting learning to students’ prior knowledge, backgrounds, life experiences, and interests. 
   1.3 Connecting subject matter to meaningful, real-life contexts. 
   1.4 Using a variety of instructional strategies, resources, and technologies to meet students’ diverse needs. 
   1.5 Promoting critical thinking through inquiry, problem solving and reflection. 
   1.6 Monitoring student learning and adjusting instructions while teaching. 

2. CREATING AND MAINTAINING EFFECTIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR STUDENTS LEARNING 

   2.1 Promoting social development and responsibility within a caring community where each student is treated  
                  fairly and respectfully. 

   2.2 Creating physical/virtual learning environments that promote student learning, reflect diversity, and encourage  
                   constructive/productive interactions among students. 

   2.3 Establishing and maintaining learning environments that are physically, intellectually, and emotionally safe. 
   2.4 Creating a rigorous learning environment with high expectations and appropriate support for all students. 
   2.5 Developing, communicating, and maintaining high standards for individual and group behavior. 
   2.6 Employing classroom routines, procedures, norms, and supports for positive behavior to ensure a climate in  

                  which all students can learn. 
   2.7 Using instructional time to optimize learning. 

3. UNDERSTANDING AND ORGANIZING SUBJECT MATTER FOR STUDENT LEARNING 

   3.1 Demonstrating knowledge of subject matter, academic content standards, and curriculum frameworks. 
   3.2 Applying knowledge of student development and proficiencies to ensure student understanding of  

                   subject matter. 
   3.3 Organizing curriculum to facilitate student understanding of subject matter. 
   3.4 Utilizing instructional strategies that are appropriate to the subject matter. 
   3.5 Using and adapting resources, technologies, and standard-aligned instructional materials/adopted materials  

                   to make subject matter accessible to all students.  
   3.6 Addressing the needs of English learners and students with special needs to provide equitable access to  

                  content. 
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PARENT INPUT SURVEY

4. PLANNING INSTRUCTION AND DESIGNING LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR ALL STUDENTS 

   4.1 Using background knowledge of students’ academic readiness, language proficiency, cultural background,  
                  and individual development to plan instruction. 

   4.2 Establishing and articulating goals for student learning. 
   4.3 Developing and sequencing long-term and short-term instructional plans to support student learning. 
   4.4 Planning instruction that incorporates appropriate strategies to meet the learning needs of all students.
   4.5 Adapting instructional plans and curricular materials to meet the assessed learning needs of all students.

5. ASSESSING STUDENTS FOR LEARNING

   5.1 Applying knowledge of purposes, characteristics, and users of different types of assessments. 
   5.2 Collecting and analyzing assessment data from a variety of sources to inform instruction. 
   5.3 Reviewing data, both individually and with colleagues, to monitor student learning.
   5.4 Using assessment data to establish learning goals and to plan, differentiate, and modify instruction. 
   5.5 Involving all students in self-assessments, goal setting, and monitoring progress.
   5.6 Using available technologies to assist in assessment, analysis, and communication of student learning. 
   5.7 Using assessment information to share timely and comprehensive feedback with students and their families. 

6. DEVELOPING AS A PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR

   6.1 Reflecting on teaching practice in support of student learning. 
   6.2 Establishing professional goals and engaging in continuous and purposeful professional growth and  

                   development. 
   6.3 Collaborating with colleagues and the broader professional community to support teacher and student learning. 
   6.4 Working with families to support student learning. 
   6.5 Engaging local communities in support of the instructional program. 
   6.6 Managing professional responsibilities to maintain motivation and commitment to all students. 
   6.7 Demonstrating professional responsibility, integrity, and ethical conduct.
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PARENT INPUT SURVEY
Please return to the JLS office by Friday, February 4, 2013

Parent Input on JLS Teacher Performance
 
Teacher Name  _____________________________________________________
Course             _____________________________________________________
 
Comments            

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Name _____________________________    Date ____________________
Signature (required) ________________________________________________

Parent Input on JLS Teacher Performance
 
Teacher Name  _____________________________________________________
Course             _____________________________________________________
 
Comments            

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Name _____________________________    Date ____________________
Signature (required) ________________________________________________
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PARENT INPUT SURVEY
Please return to the JLS office by Friday, February 4, 2013

Parent Input on JLS Teacher Performance
 
Teacher Name  _____________________________________________________
Course             _____________________________________________________
 
Comments            

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Name _____________________________    Date ____________________
Signature (required) ________________________________________________

Parent Input on JLS Teacher Performance
 
Teacher Name  _____________________________________________________
Course             _____________________________________________________
 
Comments            

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Name _____________________________    Date ____________________
Signature (required) ________________________________________________
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Calendar
Dec. 24-Jan. 4  Winter Break, NO SCHOOL

January
10 Th   PTA Executive Board meeting, 8:30 a.m.
11 Fri   6th grade Wheel 3 ends
    Parent Visitation Day
14 Mon   6th grade Wheel 4 begins
    Site Council meeting, 3:30 p.m.
15 Tue   6th grade & small group pictures
16 Wed   Many Faces of JLS Dinner, 6 p.m.
21 Mon   Holiday, NO SCHOOL
23 Wed   6th grade Parent Night, 7 p.m.
24 Th   PTA General Meeting, 8:15 a.m.
30-31 W-Th   Science Fair, Cafetorium
30 Wed   Paly Open House, 7 p.m., 

       Haymarket Theater
31 Th High School Transition Panel, 7 p.m.

February
5-6 Tu-W   Scoliosis Testing
5 Tu   Gunn Incoming Freshmen Information   

  Night, 6:30 p.m.
6 Wed   Paly Freshmen Parent Night, 7 p.m.
7 Th   PTA Executive Board meeting, 8:30 a.m.
11 Mon   Site Council meeting, 3:30 p.m.
15 Fri   Staff Development Day, NO SCHOOL 
18 Mon   Holiday, NO SCHOOL
22 Fri   Panther Tracks deadline
27 Wed   6th grade Wheel 4 ends
    Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m.
28 Th   6th grade Wheel 5 begins

March 

1 Fri   6th/7th/8th grade dance, 7 p.m.
5 Tue   7th grade STAR writing test
6 Wed   JLS/Terman/Jordan Choir Concert, 7 p.m.
7 Th   PTA Executive Board meeting, 8:30 a.m.
15 Fri   Secondary Staff Development Day, 
    NO  SCHOOL

To do:

o Attend Music Events  (p. 3)

o Go to the Science Fair (p. 6)

o Attend Many Faces of JLS Potluck (p. 6)

o Save the Date - Youth Service Day (p.10) 

o Volunteer  (p. 10)


